Review of “MERCATOR Ocean Global to Regional Ocean Monitoring and Forecasting” by P. Bahurel et al.
Since this paper is a description of the Mercator system it doesn’t present many difficult concepts for a reader who is reasonably familiar with operational oceanography. However, we think that this paper shoud be written both for people who are familiar and people who are not familiar with such systems (policy makers, politicians, etc.). In that case the paper should be understandable and comprehensive. In general the paper match these goals, but in order to better achieve these goals we would like to point out few suggestions.
Main Points:

1. There should be more references about the details of the model. The reader should be able to know who has developed the numerical model and easily find more information about it. 
2. There is no proofs that the model is working well. There should be more figures showing the results of the validation of the Mercator system, especially comparison with independent data.

3. Schematic organigrams  of all institutions involved in the Mercator system. 

4. There should be a table showing which observations are used (both in situ and by remote sensing) and which data are used as forcing to run the models. We think that a table could make easier the comprehension of the input data system that is quite complicated.
5. Explain what a general assimilation scheme do in order that a reader who is not familiar with assimilation schemes could understand.
6. It could be an interesting point to better explain how the SST from satellite is assimilated on the SAM1v2 assimilation scheme, because we think that this topic is a state of the art problem in operational systems.

Minor Points:

1. We would like to point out that the paper need a grammar and punctuation review.
2. The underlines in figures 2 and 4 should be removed.

3. Some sentences are too long and difficult to understand, especially in the abstract.

